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Political Analyst Dis

T

Ethics,

By Becky Hanson
Special Correspondent

At a buffet dinner
last month, metro area
members of the Free-
doms Foundation at
Valley Forge learned
about the necessity and
effectiveness of the

Central Intelligence
Ageusx.fr.cm%n_gi_t_w_
Tefever., president of
the Ethics and Public

Policy Center in Wash-
ington, D.C.

Lefever, whose topic
was “The CIA and the
American Ethic,” is a
former consultant to
the secretary of state,
has written, edited or
co-authored more than
15 books on govern-
ment policies and eth-
ics, and currently
writes for American
journals and newspap-
ers, including the Wall
Street Journal, Wash-
ington Times and
U.S.A. Today.

Speaking on the na-
ture and need of a
strong U.S. intelligence
capability, Lefever said,
“Foreign intelligence,
like military power and
diplomacy, is the in-
strument of national
policy. All major intelli-
gence services perform
four functions: col-
lection, analysis, count-
erintelligence and
covert action.”

The covert actions of
intelligence operations
are the most controver-
sial, Lefever said.
“Covert operations are
designed to alter politi-
cal, economic or mili-
tary realities. They are
controversial precisely

CIA

because they frequently
involve deception, and
they, like war itself,
sometimes involve peo-
ple forces.”

Covert actions take
many forms, Lefever
said. “They can involve
deception, from giving
financial support to ra.
dio stations or publica-
tions or a party in a
crucial election, all the
way to providing mili-
tary or paramilitary aid
to certain factions in a
country. That's what
we are doing now: it's
not clandestine though,
to the Contras in Nica-
ragua.

“Covert operations
are undertaken to pre-
vent developments
deemed inimical to the
interest of our own
country, and to create
conditions in which
these interests will be
advanced,” Lefever
said.

Lefever said there
has been a marked de-
cline in the United
States’ capability in in-
telligence, which “part-
ly resulted from post-
Vietnam retreat from
{eg}lty and responsibili-

y.
_Congressional capa-
bilities have declined as
well, he said, while the
chief adversaries have
grown. “They have re-
versed us in Afghani-
stan, Angola, Ethiopia,
Nicaragua and Iran,
just to name a few.”

To advance this
thought, Lefever quoted
a statement made in
1979 by former Secre-
tary of State Henry Kis-
singer: “The emascula-
tion of the CIA has con-

tributed to the failure
of United States policy
in Iran in three ways:
by making intelligence
analysts overly cau-
tious; by practically de-
priving us of covert in-
telligence; and by alter-
ing the balance of
expectations in Iran.”

The heart of the intel-
ligence operations is-
sue, Lefever said, is the
question, “Are foreign
intelligence operations,
particularly covert ac-
tion that involves secre-
cy, deception and some-
times equal force, com-
patible with the Judeo-
Christian ethic?

“The answer is both
simple and complex.
American presidents
have never hesitated to
resort to espionage in
times of great peril. In
1776, Washington told
his general to leave no
stone unturned in gath-
ering intelligence
against the British. All
other wartime presi-
dents have taken the
same view," Lefever
said.

“What about in this
twilight period, be-
tween peace and war,
in which we are now
living? In fact, foreign
intelligence can be
thought of as a kind of
warfare. Like war, in-
telligence is an exten-
sion of diplomacy by
other means. Hence, all
activities of our govern-
ment during peace and
war can and should be
judged by the same
fundamental political
and moral standards.”

Lefever said military
force and political re-
sponsibility, or the
“just war theory,” does
not say what theories
for governments to
take,‘ but asks three
crucial questions: Is the
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objective of the contem-
plated action just?
What are the means for
accomplishing that ob-
jective justly and pro-
portionately? Will the
consequences of that
act advance the cause
of justice?

He said there are
some guidelines in de-
termining the answer
to these questions. “A
covert action or war
may never be undertak-
en for trivial motives,
such as a desire to bol-
ster the ego of a ruling
group, or for inappro-
priate purposes, such
as an effort to reform
the domestic institution
of other societies.

“Just ends can be be-
trayed by unjust and
inappropriate means.
The force used must be
proportionate with the
objective. Excessive
force is always wrong.
In a just cause, such as
repelling an invader,
too little force is also
wrong. It can prolong
the struggle, cause a
greater loss of life or a
setback of the goal,” Le-
fever said.

Lefever said the ulti-
mate practical test for
behavior is not the end
sought or the means
used, but the conse-
quences of the actions.
“Military or political
action cannot be justi-
fied if it has little or no
prospect of achieving
the objective. A re-
quirement for just con-
sequences can be ex-
pressed by this ques-
tion: If the military
action or the covert
CIA action succeeds,
will the post-belligeren-
cy situation be likely to
provide a better chance
for peace, security, jus-
tice and freedom than
the antecedent situa-
tion?”

The “just war theo-
ry” is especially perti-
nent to wartime or oth-
er conflict situations in
which coercion is an ac-
cepted means for one or
more parties, Lefever
said. “Since 1945, we've
been living in a condi-
tion of cold war in
which Moscow and its
clients employed both
peacetime and wartime
means to achieve their
expansion and messian-
ic objective.”

Confronted with
these dangers, the Unit-
ed States and allies and
other threatened gov-
ernments are “justified
in employing unusual
and even coercive
means as long as they
meet the three ‘just
war’ criteria,” Lefever
said.

Lefever closed his
talk on a positive note.
“T still believe that the
American people, espe-
cially the people rep-
resented in this group,
middle America, God-
fearing America, the
American people, have
material and spiritual
resources to rebound
from this setback (the
Iran-Contra affair) and
once again pursue a for-
eign policy worthy of
our role as a leader of
the free world.”
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